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Welcome to Band! Joining Band is an enriching and rewarding experience that we hope your child 
will also find great joy in. We look forward to working with them this year! 
 
When does Band meet? 
 
Every student will have one small group individualized lesson and one large group rehearsal each week 
during the school day. These both happen on the same day, so students only need to bring their 
instruments to school one day each week. Attendance at both of these each week is mandatory as part of 
participation in Band. The only outside the school day commitments are two evening concerts.  
 
Performances 
 
All performances are mandatory. For an excused absence, notice should be given to us in writing or by 
phone call at least two weeks in advance. If a student is ill and will not attend, please let us know by email 
or phone call at least two hours before the performance.  
 
Date 
 

Event 
 

Location Time 

11/15/18 5th & 6th Grade Concert Bands with Jazz 
Ensemble 

Westfield Community 
School  

7:30pm 

4/24/19 WCS, NES, LPES, and LITH combined 
5th grade Band and Orchestra concert 

Westfield Community 
School  

7:30pm 

 
 
These concerts are an integral part of the band class experience, and it is our sincere hope that you are 
able to share these experiences, too. Students will be assigned warm-up times prior to the 7:30pm 
start time. Please be on time. 
 
Classroom Rules 

 
1. Follow directions the first time they are given. 
2. Do not play or handle anyone else’s instrument. (This includes the percussion instruments) 
3. Have your pencil, music, and instrument at every lesson, rehearsal, and performance. 
4. Attend every lesson, rehearsal, and performance on time, ready to work and learn. 
5. Respect music and each other. 
 
Grading 
 
Students receive a grade each quarter for Band. Students can get a 1, 2, 3, or 4 in each of these categories: 
 
1. Demonstrate proper care of instrument 

Taking care of the instrument, bringing it to all lessons and rehearsals, cleaning it properly, etc. 
2. Utilize proper playing techniques while applying music reading skills 

Individual progress learning to read and play music at a 5th grade level 
3. Perform as part of an ensemble and evaluate performance 

Attendance, being a good contributor to the group, music listening skills, playing together, etc. 



 
Required Supplies 

 
Instrument 
All Band students need a working instrument for rehearsals and lessons as well as... 

★ Flute players need a cleaning cloth and cleaning rod. 
★ Clarinet players need a supply (minimum of 3) of working reeds (recommended Vandoren 2.5 

strength) and a cleaning cloth. 
★ Trumpet players need valve oil and tuning slide grease. 
★ Trombone players need slide oil/cream and tuning slide grease. Recommended slide oil: Yamaha 

Slide Lubricant (purple bottle) 
 
*Note that if you rent your instrument from Quinlan & Fabish, it comes with all the above accessories. 
 
 
Essential Elements Book 1 
All Students need to have the Essential Elements Book 1 for their instrument.  Books are available on 
many online retailers as well as some local music stores. If you rent your instrument from Quinlan & 
Fabish, it will come with this book. 
 
 
Binder 
A hardcover 3-ring binder with two inside pockets. 1/2 inch or 1 inch. 
 
 
Pencils 
 
Students need a pencil (not pen, marker, or anything else) at all lessons and rehearsals. Pencils are used in 
every rehearsal and lesson.  
 
 
Concert Dress 
5th Grade Band students do not have a strict uniform - we simply ask that students "dress nice" for 
concerts. 



Commitment 
 
Band is a wonderful learning opportunity available to students grades 5 through 12. While we’d love to 
have every student play through all of those years, we recognize some students may wish to discontinue 
along the way. However, note that 5th Grade Band is a school year long commitment and students are 
expected to play for all of 5th grade. Please let us know if there are concerns as the year progresses so that 
we can help your child be successful. 

 
Practicing 
 
Without a regular practice routine, your child will not be able to improve and excel at playing their 
instrument. Because we only rehearse once a week, the rest of the week between lessons is critical. In 
order to develop the physical muscles necessary for playing his or her instrument, we ask students to 
practice a minimum of 3-5 days per week and at least 15-20 minutes each time. Having a consistent 
practice schedule or routine produces the best practice habits for many students. To help set this routine, 
we give out a quarterly practice log where students can keep track of their practice minutes. We 
understand that life gets in the way now and again and it can be difficult to find time to practice, but it’s 
never too late to start or get back into a consistent practice routine! A student will grow without steady 
practice, but they will flourish with it. 
 

Tips for Successful Practicing 
 

● Essential Elements Interactive (EEi) - Use www.EssentialElementsInteractive.com to practice 

along with recordings of the songs in the Essential Elements method book. 

● Slow It Down - Play each section as slow as needed until you can play every note exactly right. 

Speed it up once you’ve got it! 

● Tap Your Foot - Tap your foot to the beat to help keep a steady pulse. 

● Break it Up- Break down the music into small parts. Start with just two or three notes or one 

measure at a time. 

● Pencil Power - Write it in! Take the time to write note names or fingerings for challenging notes. 

● Repetition - Play each section through five times perfectly before going on. If you can’t play it 

five times perfectly, go back and start and number one and try again. 

● Sing - Sing the section that you are practicing out loud. Try to sing it with the note names. 

● Take a Break - If you are getting frustrated or stuck on a tricky song, take a short break and come 

back fresh in a few minutes. 

 
 
 

http://www.essentialelementsinteractive.com/


Parent Involvement 
 
To give your child the best possible support… 
 

● Offer compliments and encouragement regularly 
● Encourage your child to talk with you about what they’re learning in Band 
● Help them remember to bring their instrument every week 
● Encourage your child to practice and set a good practice routine 
● Listen to your child practice and acknowledge improvement 
● Expose your child to a wide variety of music, including concerts and live music 
● Encourage your child to perform for family and friends 
● Do not use practice as punishment 

 
If your child is losing interest or not practicing… 
 

● Don’t give up! It’s not always fun, but another breakthrough is always around the corner. Keep 
encouraging and supporting them to keep working at it. 

● Discuss the situation with your child to determine why their interest is declining. 
● Talk to us to see what might be done to help them. 
● Learning a musical instrument is immensely powerful for the brain, both academically and 

socially for students. The potential benefits of learning to play an instrument are immense, and the 
benefits increase the longer they keep playing and learning. Many students are glad they were 
encouraged to continue playing their instrument through the years, even though they may not have 
always wanted to in the moment.  

● Help students see the bigger picture and set goals. 

 
Repair 
 
Please do not attempt any home repairs. If anything breaks or needs adjusting, please let us know. If you 
are renting your instrument from Quinlan & Fabish, maintenance is covered under your policy and thus 
most repairs are free. A Q&F representative stops by each week to see if we have any instruments to send 
in for repair and and will return with the instrument the following week. We can provide loaner 
instruments in the meanwhile. If you are not renting through Q&F, we can still send your instrument in 
and they will always call you with an estimate and description of what’s needed before doing any repairs. 
 
 

 


